


[.7. DESCRIPTION

“heck
CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [K] Good [} Feir [] Deteriorated [) Ruins [ Unexposed [
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered [ Moved [1] Original Site K

PDESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Annefield is a stone, two-story mansion, scven bays wide, four bays deep,

with a hipped roof, modillioned cornice, balustraded deck, and four interior

end chimneys. The central door is flanked by twe narrow windows, which fit
behind the two-level pedimented porch supported by Roman Ionic columns. All
openings use the flat arch motif in stone. A one-and-one-half story
stuccoed rear ell as well as a wooden shelter running to the old kitchen
have been added, The frame kitchen on the north west with its large stone
chimney matches a similar outbuilding to the north east.

The interior plan centers on a wide stair hall with two rooms to the east
and two to the west. All rooms have a chair rail and dadeo with a Roman
Ionic pilaster and entablature motif used in the stair hall, south west and
south east rooms. The north east room confines its own decorated Adamesque
pilasters to door and mantel framings. Most doorways have architrave
framings with crossettes and a frieze above. The central stair with a
single landing rises along the west wall and features slender column and
pedestal balusters.
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INSTRUCTIUIONS

SEE

18." SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check Ono or More as Approprlate)
Pre-Columbion [} 16th Century (7] 181h Century [X] ' 2th Century [
15th Century M 17th Century [] 19th Centyry [}

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (I Applicable and Known) circa 1790

LI

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal _ “E.d,ucn'ji_onl [ ‘ “Poliililca‘l -~.‘ ‘ _[jj o - ”Ur.i;un F;foﬁning: o D :
P;ahl,rlcbrilc ll‘:] - E!nginearing ) [___'[ Ny Religion/Phi- _‘ o . . .9'“9' (Spocily) O J
Historie ] " Industry O losophy (! l ' o

Agriculture O Invention (| " Sciance ] P L

Art K Landscape Sculpture ]

Commerce ] Architecture [] Sociat/Human-

Communications (7] Literature [ itarian (]

Consarvation O " Military (] Theatar O

Music (| Transportation [}

' family genealogy. She was the sister of Bishop William Meade and it was
! probably for her that "Annefield' was named. Mathew Page planned both

down the Valley following the Revolution.

Mathew Pages' daughters sold Annefield following their father's death to

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Annefield was built about 1790 by Mathew'Page; originally of Broadneck,
Hanover County. The tract, originally 2258 acres, is lecated in Clarke
County to which Mathew Page and his brother came to settle from Hanover.
Mathew Page married Anne Randolph Meade in 1787 according to the Page

the house itself and its lovely gardens. Some of the excellent interior
carving is purported to have been done by Hessian soldiers who wandered

Mr. Thomas Carter., Mary Custis, wife of Robert E. Lee, was born at
Anneficeld in 1808 when her mother's coach stopped there during a journey.
Mrs. Thomas Carter supposedly freed thirty-four of her own slaves at
Annefield and colonized them in Liberia.

The son of Thomas Carter, William Page Carter, grew up at Annefield and
later, after serving in the Confederate Army, went on to become a noted
poet, his poems mostly being about the Civil War. The most outstanding
of his works was a collection of poems, Echoes of the Glen.

Annefield is a pleasing well-proportioned mansion which combines a basic
eighteenth-century house désign with some of the refinements of the
Federal period. Although many features of the building would tend to
place its stylistic date toward the middle of the eighteenth century,
such things as the rather low silhouette of the roof, the Adamesque featureg
of the north east room, and the narrow muntins of the window sash reveal
the structure's true girca 1790 date. Its position at the brow of a
broad hill in the rolling slopes of the lower Shenandoah Valley gives

it both a commanding view of the countryside and a justifiably prominent
site.
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